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RATLE [T EARED
ONPAZE .

Most of Westmoreland Jury | Seemed to
Favor CBS, but Doubts Remamed

‘By MAUREEN DOWD

* Judge Pierre N. Leval dismissed the | cases like that.””

jury yesterday in Gen. William C.

Westmoreland’s $120 million libel suit | with

against CBS, saying ““it may be for the {among th puzzl
best that the verdict will be feft tohisto- | ment —abocs. Wy e seacca]. pad

ry.”

Within minutes, the courtroom took
on the air of a cocktail party. Although
theumenandwomenwmndneverde-
liver™a verdict, they eagerly delivered
theiroplmonsmacodaasextraord»
Xy as the case itself. o

"TnoneeomerwasMyronGold,anac-
Ceuntant from Muncie, N.Y., lecturing
b attentive Mike Wallace about the re-

ibilities of the press. - -

“.A few feet away, the jury foreman,
Ridmd Benveniste of the Bronx, was

~as -General Westmoreland |yng

7stiook his hand and told him he had
‘f;shown good leadership.” -

‘1 Was 5.-5? '

c.“I was 50-50 at this point,” t.he M-

"0

yw-old insurance underwriter told the :

general ““I could have rationalized it

'him “Itwasatmghjobandan\mpop-
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ular war and you can do no right in

Gold,whotookm;:agesofnots
cross-references, was not alone

bdmppedhissuitaweekbeforethey‘
'were expected to begin deliberations.
Although they agreed that CBS had

1 from Westchester

; thatthegenera.lhadbeendeliba’ately

ipresented witnesses last week,
they did not feel the testimony had be- |
come so lopsided that Lhe general
ould have given up
ralWatmoreland, relaxed and
'smiling and surrounded by jurors who -
wanted to meet him and get his auto-
graph, was dsked if he had any regrets.
“No,” he murmured,
Bothsxdswerehappywiththeend-
mg,oratleastseemedwbe.“'l‘hebest
kind of bargain is the kind both sides go °
away happy with,” said David Baoies, .:

kind of bargain is the'kind both sides go -
away saying they’re happy with.”” ..

General Westmoreland, accompa-~
med his wife, Kitsy, shook handsa

either way. I'm in busmess 1 under-
stand these N

| wi Wallace, . the program’s
narrator andGeorgeCrlle. the pro-
ducer, both of whom were defendants, .

As the jurors related tbetr impres-
sions, it was clear that they had .con-
ﬂ:cnng views of the lawsuit that
charged that CBS had defamed the gen-
eral in its 1982 documentary “The Up-
counted Enemy: A Vietnam Decep-
tion.” General Westmoreland dropped
his suit Monday after he and CBS
.agreed on a joint statement.

The majority of the jury was siding
with CBS and seemed unconvinced that
the network had acted carelessly in '
producing its program for CBS Re-
‘ports. But they appeared equally un- |
convinced of its thesis that General
Westmoreland was engaged in a con-
spiracy to deceive President Johnson
and other Tiors.

“I have a hunch he might have come
away with more than he settled for,”
said Mr. Gold, who sought out the gen-
eral in the crowded third-floor room in

to clasp his hand. ““Thank God for ca-
reerists like you who are willing to give
a htet:me to your count:ry ”’ be told

Federal District Court on Foley Square | §ard for the truth — an element neces-

along with Samuel A. Adams, a former .
Central Intelligence Agency analyst 1
.who was a paid consultant to CBS in the

prepamtxon of the disputed documen- .

thelawyerforCBS.“"I‘heseoondbst W

2] ary,” said Mr. Benveniste. He said he

I thought that everything that came
out in court was much more damaging
than the documentary ever was,” said
M. Patricia Roth, 43, an art teacher

But Mrs. Rothandotherswexenot
to support CBS’s contention

deceitful,
“Bewasdoingthebesthe could"

said Mrs. Roth, echmngthepomtmade‘

telligence  reporting:
‘was not always General . Westmore--
land’s primary concern during the war
~in Vietnam. “He was relying on his-
subordinates. He was totally tunnel-vi-.
swned and misinformed.”

The jurors conceded that they were
 confused by much of the mihtm'y and
legal terminology. T )

“They Were All Over the Plaee’

«T looked up malice and libel and”
consplracy in my -\ Webstaris diction

even did some mw'cl;do:n:lhe m
strength, -consulting a W
served in Vietnam under General
you didn’t
know who was out there,” the juror
said. “They were all over the place.”
Several jurors said that when Gen-
eral Westmoreland was testifying,

tary.
ersAreThanked

Mr. Crile carried his 7-yeax-old
daughter in his arms as he and Mr. |
Wallace, both looking delighted,
walked around the room to thank-
jurors.

Cheryl Raymond, an alternate, said
she and two other jurors had recently

head count.” “We figured seven or
eight were leaning toward CBS,”’ she
said, adding that the others were either
u:;llecided or leaning toward the gen-
€]

The only jurer who seemed to believe
that CBS had acted with reckless disre-

sary to a finding of libel in a case in-
volving a public figure such as General
Westmoreland — was Michael Suss-
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man, a 42-year-old accountant from
Manhattan. “It was reckless disregard
for the truth,” he said. But, he added;
“‘What is the truth?”’

Nearly everyone agreed that the | gen-
eral had helped himself in his testimo-
ny, and Mr. Benveniste expressed the
mood of respect when he said, “We
were trying to look out for him as best:
we could.”

But several other jurors said that
CBS would bave emerged victorious.

gone to lunch and conducted *a little |

they
‘| thought he would prevail. But the tide
shifted as Col. GainsHawkinsandMaj
Gen. Joseph A. McChristian, subordi-
nates of General Westnmrelnnd mVxet-

nam,tesuﬁedaga.imtlmn
Butmejumrssa.ldtheyhadtriedto
holdtheir;udgmentsinabeyaneeand‘
nota.llowtbemselvestobemyedby\
the latest testimony. epbone
The jurors ex tel
numbers yesterday they went
‘home, and talked of & reunion. They
haddecoratedtheusmallandmnvw
| jury room with Expressionist posters,
and at Christmas, construction-paper

Therewasevenmetorthe

stockings. M ”
judge, labeled simply “Plerre.” . -
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